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“It’s rewarding to 
know that lessons 
that I have planned 
and researched 
myself actually 
come through. 
My students are 
showing they’re not 
only understanding 
but applying what 
they’ve learned, and 
it works.” 



What made you want to pursue teaching?
I have had so many ideas, like getting a PhD, or thinking about 
opening a charter. But I wanted to make sure that I have been on 
the ground and that my work in the classroom informs where my 
ideas are coming from.

What made you choose UChicago UTEP?
What I liked about UTEP was the idea of going through 
residency—to be actually in two different classrooms and get a feel 
for it. UTEP wants you to be engulfed in education. Whatever that 
involves, you need to understand all of it. I was like ‘yeah’ I can do 
that, I love it.

What have you carried from UTEP throughout your career? 
The main thing is reflection. When I feel frustrated if I feel like 
something didn’t go right, me sitting down and saying ‘okay, let’s 
talk about the day, let’s talk about this particular class and how 
things went.’ Reflection lets me take a moment to kind of reset 
and think ‘How do I make this change tomorrow?’ ‘What does this 
look like across the entire year?’

“

”-DeVear Peters, UTEP Cohort 9

Come with a passion.
Leave prepared.
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